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Belo Horizonte realizes 50% electricity cost savings by upgrading more than 182,000 
streetlights to LEDs from Signify 
 
São Paulo, Brazil – Belo Horizonte, one of Brazil’s largest cities, is realizing 50% electricity cost savings 
by upgrading 182,000 streetlights with new LEDs from Signify (Euronext: LIGHT), the world leader in 
lighting. The upgrade is part of Brazil's first major public lighting public-private partnership between 
Belo Horizonte Iluminaçao Publica (BHIP) and Signify. The new LED lights also improve the safety of the 
citizens on the streets of Belo Horizonte.  
 
The project started in 2017 with a survey of all the public light points, providing information for 
selecting the best luminaires for each street and scheduling their timely delivery and installation. So 
far 90% of the installation has been completed and, in these parts, the municipality has saved over 50% 
in electricity costs as LEDs are more energy efficient than conventional luminaires. This is the 
equivalent amount of electricity used by an estimated 34,000 Brazilian households in a year. On top of 
that, the city will be able to realize cost savings in maintenance work and materials as the streetlights 
last five times longer than conventional streetlights. 
 
“This project goes far beyond simply providing the product. Signify has been working with the city for 
over two years to deliver the best quality and performance of this project,” says Sérgio Costa, Country 
Leader & General Manager, Signify Brazil. “High-quality street lighting offers a range of opportunities 
for both the city and the people such as safety, better-lit public spaces and energy efficiency.” 
 
“In Brazil, as in all developing countries, there is a direct connection between a well-lit city and a safe 
city, and we set up a project that contributes to making the city better lit and safer,” said Marcelo 
Bruzzi, President of BHIP. “This modernization project was very complex and hence required a partner 
with enough capacity, know-how and experience to make the lighting state of the art.  Signify has that 
knowledge and expertise and therefore proved to be the right choice to implement this project.” 
 
The new LED streetlights are from the Road line series and are all manufactured at Signify’s factory in 
Varginha, Minas Gerais, Brazil. The installation covers an area of 6 km2. The streetlights at the big 
avenues are equipped with remote management services, making it easier for BHIP to manage the 
streetlights. 
 
In addition to the economic benefits, the installation of new lighting brings about a significant increase 
in the use of public spaces. Due to the different lighting from LEDs, public spaces are lit better, and for 
instance make it easier to recognize people’s faces at night, resulting in residents feeling safer to go 
for walks and have evening family picnics. Finally, the energy savings translate into helping the city 
reduce its carbon footprint. 
 
 

http://www.signify.com/
http://www.bhip.com.br/home/


 

 

 
Brazil has 18 million light points, illustrating the country’s great potential to improve its carbon 
footprint by upgrading the public lighting to LEDs. As a world leader in lighting, Signify is strongly 
committed to a more sustainable world through its Brighter Lives, Better World program. As part of 
this commitment, the company will be carbon neutral in 2020. 
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About Signify 
Signify (Euronext: LIGHT) is the world leader in lighting for professionals and consumers and lighting 
for the Internet of Things. Our Philips products, Interact connected lighting systems and data-enabled 
services, deliver business value and transform life in homes, buildings and public spaces. With 2018 
sales of EUR 6.4 billion, we have approximately 28,000 employees and are present in over 70 countries. 
We unlock the extraordinary potential of light for brighter lives and a better world. We have been 
named Industry Leader in the Dow Jones Sustainability Index for two years in a row. News from Signify 
is located at the Newsroom, Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram. Information for investors can be found 
on the Investor Relations page. 
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